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I want to thank Governor Cuomo, the MTA, the Long Island Rail Road and New York State Department of 
Transportation for addressing the Long Island Railroad enhancement project.  This is a top priority for 
our Long Island labor movement.  I am here to testify on behalf of the Long Island Federation of Labor, 
AFL-CIO, representing over 250,000 union members and their families in Suffolk and Nassau Counties, all 
of whom live in a region that stands to benefit economically in a significant way should this project 
move forward. 
 
The importance of this project has been well documented for many years.  The housing crisis on Long 
Island has forced young people to move away in droves.  The growing reverse commute has strained our 
transportation infrastructure – the railroad and our highways – to the breaking point.  Everything I have 
said thus far may sound familiar, because it was 8 years ago that the Long Island Federation of Labor 
submitted comment to the MTA to support expansion of the Main Line.  Ultimately, the project came 
sputtering to a halt, and stifled Long Island’s opportunity to fully realize our economic potential.   
 
We firmly believe that those most closely impacted need to be engaged throughout this process.  In that 
vein the project team has committed to working with the “Main Line Mayors” and their communities to 
eliminate 7 grade crossings, develop them in a way that is unique to each community’s needs and shape 
this project in a way that makes sense while taking into account community participation.  The 
elimination of those grade crossings brings with it the elimination of a significant number of the 3,000 
horn blasts heard daily in New Hyde Park ultimately improving quality of life.  Furthermore, it will 
prevent vehicles from striking crossing gates, and will enhance community safety at each of the 7 grade 
crossings slated to change. 
 
Long Island is on the frontlines of the climate change battle, and we’ve seen first-hand the impact of two 
“one hundred year storms” in back to back years.  Hurricane Irene and Superstorm Sandy had 
devastating effects on our economy, our communities and most importantly our neighbors.  Increased 
rail capacity will improve our air quality getting cars off the road, which will ease congestion and reduce 
our carbon footprint. 
 
This project is significant for our communities and our labor movement.  Our workforce stands to gain 
14,000 jobs over a ten year period.  These jobs represent a $3 billion increase in personal income within 
our region.  These numbers do not include the one-time benefit accrued over a five year period of $910 
million in increased personal income and the 2,250 construction jobs that would fund those incomes.  
 
 


